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ANZAC DAY COMMEMORATION — GALLIPOLI 
Statement 

HON PETER KATSAMBANIS (North Metropolitan) [5.15 pm]: This weekend we will commemorate Anzac 
Day and, of course, the 100th anniversary of the fateful landing on the shores of Gallipoli on 25 April 1915. As a 
nation, we will stand together. Earlier today in this house we witnessed, as we have done for the past 100 years, 
the multi-partisan expression of our appreciation for the soldiers and nurses and the other forces that fought at 
that battle to defend the freedom of this nation and the world, and to ensure that our way of life is preserved. 
The forces that landed on the shores of Gallipoli at dawn on 25 April 1915 left Albany, as we know, in 
November 2014, but their final port before making that launch to Gallipoli was the harbour port of Moudros on 
an island called Lemnos in the Aegean Sea. Last weekend it was my honour and privilege to attend the series of 
commemorative ceremonies on that island to pay tribute to the Anzacs and to the nurses who gave their lives in 
that campaign. It is a little-known fact that the forces assembled on Lemnos, went to Gallipoli and far too many 
of them returned to Lemnos wounded, and many died and are buried on that island. We also know that more than 
3 000 Australian nurses enlisted in World War I, and the service of the nurses on that island has become legend. 
Last year the Anzac Girls television series that many people watched finally shone a light on those women who 
served on that battlefront, led by Matron Grace Wilson. 
As I said, unfortunately, many soldiers are still buried on that island; they never returned home. Among them are 
seven Western Australians. Four of them are buried at the East Moudros Military Cemetery. They are Private 
William Rose, Trooper Leonard Turner, Private John Wainey and Private John Wordsworth. Three others are 
buried nearby at the Portianos Military Cemetery. They are Lance Corporal John Ashton, Private Robert 
Halliday and Private Herbert Heyes. They were citizens and residents of Western Australia who heeded the call 
to go to the Great War and never came back. 
On the weekend, I had the honour of laying a poppy on the grave of each of those brave soldiers. I was asked to 
do so by the president of the Western Australian Returned and Services League of Australia, Graham Edwards, 
who gave me some hand-knitted poppies to let those men know that although they have been gone for 100 years, 
they will never be forgotten by the people of Australia.  
The events that occurred on that tiny little island last weekend indicated that those men and women who served 
will not be forgotten by the residents of that island or by the residents of all the great nations who served in that 
war. The island of Lemnos has a permanent population of only about 4 000 or 5 000 people but it has 2 000 or 
3 000 visitors in April. They are not there during tourist season; they are there solely to commemorate the events 
of last weekend. This weekend many of them will move on to Gallipoli. Included amongst the people who 
travelled there were the family of matron Grace Wilson, led by Neil Wilson, who I met on the journey. They 
paid tribute to the work of their forebears on that island. Australia was ably represented. The Chief of Navy, 
Vice Admiral Tim Barrett, was there, along with the entire crew of HMAS Success that berthed in Myrina, the 
capital and largest town in Lemnos, and a few days later went around to Moudros where 100 years earlier the 
largest armada of naval ships at the time had gathered in that harbour—over 200 of them—before the attack was 
launched on Gallipoli. Our Navy was there in great force to pay tribute to what had gone on before. 
I would like to thank the people of Lemnos who came out to commemorate the events of 100 years ago. There 
were thousands of people in the streets and thousands of people at the events that took place at the two military 
cemeteries I spoke of earlier. I would like to thank the prefecture head, Mrs Kalogirou, the mayor, Mr Marinakis, 
and all the people of Lemnos. In particular, I would like to thank the people who make up the Lemnos Friends of 
Anzac Committee, ably led by Stelios Mantzaris, whom I describe as indefatigable. Some of the members in this 
place have met Stelios in the past. He was not born on Lemnos and I do not believe he has ever been to 
Australia, but he has embraced the spirit of Anzac and commemorates it on that island every single year, and I 
would like to thank him. 

I would also like to thank the Lemnos Gallipoli Commemorative Committee from here in Australia, led by 
Lee Tarlamis, a former member of the Victorian Parliament, and also my friend John Pandazopolous, a former 
member of the Victorian Parliament and still the head of the World Hellenic Inter-Parliamentary Association. 
Those two guys have done more than anybody else in Australia to remember the role that Lemnos played in the 
Anzac story. 

On the island there were also two other MPs, apart from myself—Richard Dalla-Riva and Bronwyn Halfpenny, 
both from the Victorian Parliament, indicating a bipartisan approach to these events. I ran into some old friends 
Bill and Aggie Georgantis from days gone by, and someone I grew up with in Melbourne George Skiadas—
people whose families had moved to Australia but they were going back to pay tribute to the Anzacs. 

Thank you to all the ambassadors of the various nations: the Australian ambassador, John Griffin, ably 
representing our nation; the New Zealand ambassador, Patrick Rata, who, although based in Rome, made the trip 
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to Lemnos to show that bipartisan Anzac spirit; and the Canadian ambassador, Robert Peck, who a few days 
beforehand had unveiled a tribute, a monument, to two Canadian nurses still buried in that cemetery from their 
service 100 years ago. I also thank the historian from Australia of Scottish origin, Jim Claven, who has done all 
the legwork in putting the story together so it is not forgotten. 

What happened in Gallipoli is enshrined in legend. We now carry on the legacy of an Australia that is free, open 
and democratic and we respect the service that our men and women gave 100 years ago. What I saw on the 
weekend were the people who helped along the way also coming together to share that history, pay tribute, pay 
respect to the fallen, and to ensure that all parts of the Anzac story, all parts of the Gallipoli story and all parts of 
Australia’s service to the rest of the world remain commemorated forever and are not forgotten. 

In closing, as I said we are coming up to Anzac Day in a few days’ time. We know there are service men and 
women, including the ones I met on Lemnos on the weekend, who are currently serving our nation. We pray that 
they stay safe and return to their families. Not just today, not just on 25 April, not just on the 100th anniversary of 
the landing at Gallipoli, but every day. Lest we forget. 
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